
U.C. Riverside Film and Visual Culture Program





Teaching Assistantship Application








Teaching Assistantship Availability:  Each year, the Film and Visual Culture program (FVC) hires a few U.C.R. graduate students from departments whose faculty teach for FVC as .5 Teaching Assistants for classes with enrollments over 75.  Typically, these courses include FVC 20, Introduction to Film Studies; FVC/WRLT 21, Introduction to Film and Literature; and either FVC/ENGL 33, Introduction to Comparative Media Studies, or an upper level FVC class in film and media history, film and media genres, or special topics such as “film auteurs” (Hitchcock, Kubrick, etc.).  Applications are solicited at the start of the quarter preceding the quarter of the Teaching Assistantship based on previous enrollment for FVC classes.  Unfortunately, we do not know before students actually pre-register for classes whether any given course will require a Teaching Assistant.  





Teaching Assistantship Responsibilities: 


2-3 hour weekly evening screening (TAs therefore must learn how to use the projection equipment in the screening room through Media Resources or the course instructor, obtain the key for the media cabinet in the screening room from Media Resources, and pick up the materials to be screened at the Media Library the day they are to be shown)


grading equivalent to all the assignments for 50 to 75 students (in the lower level classes the bulk of the work is exams, quizzes, and/or screening notes, but the upper level classes may include 1-2 papers in addition to 1-2 exams and/or quizzes or reading and screening notes)


occasional preparation of media clips for class lectures by the instructor (cueing clips before class and/or making a clip tape—TAs therefore might have to learn how to use simple editing equipment)


1-2 course lectures at the instructor’s discretion


regular attendance at class lectures in order to be an informed grader





Selection Criteria for Teaching Assistants:  The strongest candidates will have a background in film and media studies and/or a work history in the field, though exceptions are made at the Chair’s and instructors’ discretion:


graduate student status at U.C.R. in a department with faculty who teach courses for FVC


undergraduate and/or graduate coursework in critical studies (media history, theory, etc.) and/or in media production (directing, editing, screenwriting, etc.)


work experience (including internships) in media production or related fields (advertising, etc.)


good writing and oral communication skills (demonstrated via good grades in classes, professional responsibilities, a short writing sample, and/or a brief interview which the chair or instructor may require of finalists before offering an appointment)


good references (applicants must provide contact information for one person who can testify to the applicant’s skills and reliability; the Chair and instructor will be in touch with that individual at their discretion)


teaching evaluations (if applicable)





Notification of Outcome:  Applicants will receive a note indicating the status of their candidacy after all Teaching Assistants for a given quarter have been selected, normally no more than a week after preregistration closes.  Unfortunately, because preregistration closes so late in the quarter before the start of the Teaching Assistantship, candidates need to be aware this does not allow for a lot of lead time to notify other employers if an applicant must make changes in the next quarter’s work schedule for them. 





Information for Applicants-Due by Monday, December 3, 2007





Required Application Materials:








The application packet is due by Monday, December 3, 2007 and should be turned in to Penny Bushey, Media & Cultural Studies, HMNSS 2102, and must include:


this cover sheet (the application on the back should be filled out completely)


a recent transcript (photocopies are acceptable; originals may not be returned)


a brief writing sample (a page of a recent paper; another piece of professional writing if no recent course work); these may not be returned, so please submit copies with your name on them


a small sample of other work, if pertinent to the Teaching Assistantship (e.g., a URL for a website, a clip from a video production, a page or two for a screenplay, a piece of professional writing such as a film review or a brochure, etc.); such samples are not necessary but will be taken into consideration if supplied and may not be returned, so please submit copies with your name on them














