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JANET FITCH’s novel, Paint It Black, was published in Fall 2006.  “Suspenseful, compelling, and superbly crafted,” said Library Journal, “this work shows Fitch once again taking the art of writing to its highest level.”  Fitch is “an immensely gifted stylist,” said the Washington Post.
Fitch is also the author of White Oleander, an Oprah's Book Club selection and the basis for the award-winning film. "Janet Fitch writes with breathtaking beauty about the central theme of our age: the search for self,” said Robert Olen Butler. “A remarkable debut novel."
She has published short stories in literary journals and a young adult novel titled Kicks (1996).  She briefly attended film school in the director's program at USC, worked at various times as a typesetter, a proofreader, a graphic artist, a freelance journalist, the managing editor of American Film magazine, and the editor of The Mancos Times Tribune, a weekly in the mountains of Colorado. Currently, she teaches fiction writing at USC and lives in Los Angeles.
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Michelle Huneven’s Jamesland, was short-listed for the Los Angeles Times Book Award for Fiction.  "A great L.A. novel,” Mona Simpson wrote in LA Weekly. “Huneven is one of our few writers who can deliver an authentic love story, with characters as unlikely for redemption as possible, as failed and weird and hopeless as ourselves."
Her previous novel, Round Rock, was named a New York Times Notable Book and a Los Angeles Times Best Book of the Year. Valerie Miner claimed in the LA Times Book Review that “Huneven is an audacious novelist, casting the narrative light evenly on various idiosyncratic characters while summoning the generationally and culturally distinct voices of a diverse population.”

Huneven was born in Altadena, California, and studied at Grinnell College and the Iowa Writers' Workshop. She makes her living as a freelance writer and restaurant critic, her work appearing in the Los Angeles Times, LA Weekly, Harper's, and Buzz, among other publications. She is also the author, with Bernadette Murphy, of The Tao Girl’s Guide to Real Estate.  She has received a GE Younger Writers Award in Fiction and a James Beard Award. She lives in Los Angeles. 

