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Celebrate the Inland Empire’s Hidden Literary and Cultural Wealth

         

      Riverside, Calif.—Join writer Susan Straight and poet Juan Felipe Herrera at the Riverside Public Library on November 15 at 1:30 p.m. for a preview of a series of events in honor of arts and culture in the Inland Empire.

          

      Malcolm Margolin, publisher of Heyday Books; Gayle Wattawa, editor of a new literary anthology, Inlandia: A Literary Journey through the Inland Empire; and Kathryn Morton, director of cultural programs at the library, will join them to talk about upcoming festivities in the Inland Empire, the emergence of a thriving cultural scene in the area, and the significance of a literary anthology that represents the achievements of the Inland Empire’s writers.

          

      Please RSVP for the press conference to?wendy@heydaybooks.com, or (510) 549-3564, ext. 309. Upcoming Events

       On December 9 at the Riverside Public Library is the “Inlandia Festival,” a multi-faceted celebration of excellence in literature, music, and visual arts. The festival is an all-day celebration complete with book signings and readings, musical performances, an array of ethnic food booths, and month-long display of historic photographs of the region.

        

        Authors reading and discussing their work will include: Katherine Saubel,  Kevin Siva (for Cahuilla Creation Myth), Lowell Bean, Eric Elliott (for Dorothy Ramon), Laura Kalpakian, Sumi Harada (read by Naomi Harada), George Fujimoto and Mary Paik Lee (read by Deborah Wong), Susan Straight,  Michael Jaime-Becerra, Alex Espinoza, Gayle Brandeis, Dwight Yates,  Juan Delgado, and Sholeh Wolpe.

        

        Other events are scheduled at the University of Redlands and the University of California, Riverside (Palm Desert campus). For more information on these events, contact Lillian Fleer at lillian@heydaybooks.com, or (510)-549-3564 ext. 316.

        

      Inland Empire’s First Literary Anthology

     Inlandia —available in stores starting November 1, 2006—was published to showcase the wealth of literary talent in the region. The anthology includes known names in the literary world, such as Joan Didion, Norman Mailer, Eric Schlosser, M.F.K. Fisher, and Joan Baez, as well as emerging voices from the Inland Empire. For more information on the anthology, please go to www.heydaybooks.com <http://www.heydaybooks.com> .Advance praise:

“A mesmerizing, visionary collection. A California tour de force.”?—Juan Felipe Herrera, Tomás Rivera Endowed Chair, University of California, Riverside

“A literary anthology with all the twists and turns of a sticky, can't-put-it-down novel.”?—Dan Bernstein, columnist, Riverside Press-Enterprise“The new voices in Inlandia represent the best of my hopes and dreams and literary desires, the eloquent renderings of how the old worlds and new have collided and melded in this place like no other.”?—Susan Straight, from the Introduction
