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Gneiss Poetry Series moves to UCR Palm Desert Graduate Center

Coachella Valley’s highly-respected forum also announces schedule and featured artists

Palm Desert, Calif. (www.palmdesert.ucr.edu) – Since 2002, the Gneiss Poetry Series has been increasing awareness and appreciation of poetry in the Coachella Valley. Named for a layered desert rock and pronounced “nice,” the series features readings and workshops by outstanding regional and nationally known poets.  The readings are free and open to the public. 

“I am excited about the pairing of the Gneiss Poetry Series with the university,” said Lori Davis, founder and director of the series. “I believe we share a clear vision of making UCR Palm Desert the literary focal point in the Coachella Valley. Whether you are already a fan of poetry or new to the genre, this season’s readings will surely inspire and expand your heart and mind,” she said. 

Brendan Constantine will launch the series on November 14 at 7 p.m. Mr. Constantine first read in the desert in 2002. He is currently poet in residence at The Windward School in Santa Monica and his work has appeared in Ploughshares, The Cortland Review, ArtLife and many other journals. 

“We are thrilled to have Brendan back by popular demand for another electric, unbridled performance. This is not your grandmother’s poetry,” Davis said. 

The December 12 program will feature contributing writers to “Inlandia: A Literary Journey through California’s Inland Empire.” Featured poets will be announced for this reading and for the remainder of the season, which includes 2007 readings on January 9, February 6, March 13, April 10 and May 8. As announcements are made complete information will always be available at palmdesert.ucr.edu.

Prof. Tom Lutz, director of the Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing and Writing for the Performing Arts program at UCR Palm Desert, hails the Gneiss Poetry Series. “We’re very excited about teaming up with Lori Davis’s Gneiss Poetry Series. She has rallied a strong audience for poetry in the Coachella Valley over the years and UCR’s resources will help make the series even more ambitious and wide-ranging. The combination of readings by established poets, emerging voices from the region, and local practitioners is exactly the kind of partnership between the local literary community and the national and international scene that we are trying to help build,” Lutz said. 
The UCR Palm Desert Graduate Center is at the heart of the Coachella Valley.  As a graduate center of UC Riverside, UCR Palm Desert offers graduate degrees in business administration with an emphasis on entrepreneurship and a master of fine arts with an emphasis on creative writing and writing for performance.  Research activities include the Desert Studies Initiative of the Center for Conservation Biology; technology transfer; and Native American studies. Visit www.palmdesert.ucr.edu or call (760) 834-0300 for more information.
