FALL 2006 ENGLISH DEPARTMENT SEMINARS

MONDAY
English 304-001 – Steve Axelrod, 10:10 am – 1:00 pm

English 277-001 – George Haggerty, 5:10 – 8:00 pm
TUESDAY
English 279-001 – John Briggs, 2:10 – 5:00 pm

English 278-001 – Tiffany Lopez, 5:10 – 8:00 pm

WEDNESDAY
English 301-001 – Rise Axelrod, 12:10-1:00

English 302-001 – Rise Axelrod, 1:10-2:00

English 302-002 – John Briggs, 12:10-1:00

English 260-001 – John Ganim, 2:10 – 5:00 pm

English 275-001 – Jim Tobias, 5:10 – 8:00 pm

THURSDAY
English 272-001 – Toby Miller, 2:10 – 5:00 pm

FRIDAY
English 269-001 – Michelle Raheja, 2:10 – 5:00 pm

TO BE ANNOUNCED
English 200 – Deborah Willis, TBA
SEMINAR DESCRIPTIONS:

English 260

Professor John Ganim

Medieval Literature: Confession, Culture and Literature

Ever since Foucault associated the construction of modern subjectivity with the disaggregation of the practices of medieval confession after the eighteenth century, confession has held a central place in modern and postmodern critical discourse. This seminar will address the premodern discourses of confession, ranging from autobiographical writings from The Confessions of St. Augustine to the Historia of Abelard and Heloise, as well as the institutionalization of the requirement of ritualized annual confession in the thirteenth century. We will read and discuss some guidebooks to confession and sin, including the versified Handlyng Synne with its many famous exempla.  We will also consider the relation of confession to the development of narrative, from the beginnings of medieval romance through the framed fictions of the fourteenth and fifteenth century (Chaucer, Boccaccio, Gower and others). We will also pursue the relation of the formal institution of confession to the definition of confession in legal and penal codes, autobiography and confessional poetry. While our primary focus will be on the medieval materials that Foucault revived and also arguably obscured, students in other periods are welcome to conduct research on the history of what one influential study calls “the making and unmaking of the self.”

English 269

Prof. Michelle H. Raheja

American Literature: Surviving Columbus: Transnational Representations of the Other

This seminar will examine the various transnational responses to and representations of the ‘Other’ from indigenous oral narrative through the late 17th century in what is now known as Canada, the United States, Latin America, and the Caribbean.  We will be reading literature within Native American, French, Spanish, Portuguese, English and German contexts with special attention to captivity narratives, administrative documents, oral narratives, autobiography, visual artifacts, and texts that address issues of anthropophagy. We will also be thinking critically about how and why English Puritan literature of the 17th century has been positioned historically and strategically as the origin of American literature and offering a political reading of the ideologies informing the relative (in)visibility of Native Americans in early American literary scholarship.  Texts will include The Heirs of Columbus, The Literatures of Colonial America: An Anthology, and History of a Voyage to the Land of Brazil in addition to a reader packet with secondary theoretical readings.

English 272

Professor Toby Miller

Critical Theory

In Critical Theory 272-01 we’ll examine several books that have taken critical theory in different areas over the last decade, by broadening its concerns to include international feminist discourse ethics; nationalism as race; science and technology as modernity; and the role of citizenship and consumption. The books we’ll analyze, which should be read in advance as well as during the quarter, are:

1. Society Must be Defended (Michel Foucault)

2. The Claims of Culture (Seyla Benhabib)

3. We Have Never Been Modern (Bruno Latour)

4. Citizens and Consumers (Néstor García-Canclini)

5. Cultural Citizenship (Toby Miller)

Graduate students from across the human sciences are welcome.

English 275

Professor James Tobias 

Film & Visual Cultures: Narratives of the Virtual

This seminar will examine both narrative form in cybernetic media and cultural narratives of cybernetics, virtuality, digital networks. Digital media and networks mediate globally extensive processes of cultural production, indicating changing dynamics amidst networks of technologies, cultures, states, and power.  The formal specificities of digital cultural forms (such as the graphical interface, interactive narrative, or networked authorship, distribution, and response, for example) allow significant shifts in the temporo-spatial dynamics of cultural production and reception, so that digital media works have prompted large-scale re-evaluation of accounts of subjectivity, authorship, agency, textual form, and audience response.  At the same time, cultural narratives of the cybernetic media provide an important object of study for contemporary critical studies of narrative and of media generally.  This seminar will explore the specificities of networked digital media and the way we situate these theories and practices within larger cultural narratives about changing local and global relationships. Seminar topics will include virtual reality, digital cinema, networked authorship, multilinear narrative, interactive gesture, the narratology versus ludology debate, modular or re-configurable media, and other emergent forms specific to the digital media context.  Participants will be make presentations on seminar topics, and complete a final research paper.
English 277 

Professor George Haggerty

New Queer Brit Lit.  
In this class we will read and discuss recent Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual literature from England.  We will consider contemporary British Queer Theory and Cultural Studies as a means of approaching a variety of texts.  In addition to novels by, Jake Arnott, Emma Donoghue, Ellen Galford, Alan Hollinghurst, Jackie Kay, Hanif Kuresihi, Sarah Waters, and Jeanette Winterson, we will read the poetry of Thom Gunn and watch the films of such filmmakers as Isaac Julien (Young Soul Rebel), Stephen Frears (My Beautiful Laundrette), Jeanettte Winterson (Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit), and Sally Potter (Orlando).  We will also consider the original Queer as Folk TV series. Critical & theoretical reading will be provided.

English 278

Professor Tiffany Ana Lopez

Seminar in Minority Discourses: Survey of Chicana/o Literary & Cultural Studies
This seminar presents a survey of Chicana/o literary and cultural studies. We will read critical essays and books by foundational voices that have shaped the field (i.e.,Yvonne Yarbro Bejarano, Deena Gonzalez, Antonia Casteneda, Francisco Lomeli, Yolanda Broyles Gonzalez, Ramon Saldivar, Jose David Saldivar, Sonia Saldivar, Norma Alarcon, Rosa Linda Fregoso, Alvina Quintana, Teresa McKenna, Jose Limon) with attention to their influences on new directions in the field (i.e., George Sanchez, George Lipsitz, Carl Gutierrez Jones, Mary Pat Brady, Ralph Rodriguez, Michelle Habel-Pallan, Monica Brown, to name only a few) as well as more recent scholarship (represented by selected essays in the journals Chicana/Latina studies, American Quarterly, and Aztlan). Additionally, we will read some of the key authors whose writing charges these critical readings: Gloria Anzaldua, Cherrie Moraga, Luis Valdez, Luis Rodriguez, Richard Rodriguez, Sandra Cisneros, Helena Maria Viramontes).  Throughout the seminar, we will consider Chicana/o literary and cultural studies as both its own field of specialization and as a vital component of American literary and cultural studies. Requirements: Seminar participants will work across a range of genres in their own writing for the course. Written work includes: regular participation in seminar discussion; the creation of a seminar handout designed to launch conversation on a given week’s readings in the form of a 1-2 page (single space) typed handout to be shared with seminar participants; one short paper written for presentation as a professional “talk”; and one longer final paper modeled on a journal in this field of study. PhD students must confer with the professor about additional expectations to foster their level of study.
English 279
Professor John Briggs

The Philosophy and Practice of Rhetoric: From the Ancient Sophists to the Enlightenment
A close reading of important contributions to the classical, medieval, Renaissance, and eighteenth-century conversation about the philosophy and practice of rhetoric. We will examine how that conversation addresses fundamental questions such as “What is persuasion?”, “What is the relation between rhetorical precept and rhetorical practice?”, “What is the subject matter of rhetoric?”, “How does that subject matter relate to other subject matters?”, What is the relationship between rhetoric and philosophy?”, “What is the relationship between oratory and writing?”, “Can rhetorical practice be taught?”, “Should rhetoric be taught?”, and so on. We will immerse ourselves in the collection of texts edited by Bizzel and Herzberg in The Rhetorical Tradition, with possible forays into other works.
