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	"passionate, sprawling . . .  full of astonishments . . ." 
Mark Rozzo, Los Angeles Times

“A riveting juxtaposition of angst and love.”

Susan A. Zappia,

Library Journal (starred review)

“[Written] with a ravenous autobiographical intensity worthy of Thomas Wolfe . . . .  [A} big, fiery howl of a book . . . . .  what matters most about Jennie and makes Ms. Long’s debut a powerful one is the sheer brazenness and gusto with which Jennie is brought to life on the page.”


Janet Maslin


The New York Times

“[A] magnificent first novel. . .Juniper Tree Burning is a rare piece of prose, and Goldberry Long is a masterful, intelligent writer who combines a passion for words with a keen, almost extrasensory understanding of human motivation. In Jennie, Long has created a truly extraordinary character.”


Julia Dahl


Time Out New York

“a brooding, sometimes brutal exploration of the effects of the counterculture revolution on the children of the flower children. . . . Long skillfully evokes the minefield of memory and loss that lies at the heart of every family.”


Jenny Offill


The Washington Post

"vividly evokes a counterculture childhood in the Southwest . . . . Underscoring . . ."Juniper Tree Burning" is Long's clear conviction that stories - whether fairy tales or those of our own lives, where love and hate lie close together, where we play beast and beauty, where forgiveness arrives slowly, through the realization that parents do their best and that life is messy and  mostly not about us - are sacred medicine, bringing hope, healing and the gift of transformation."


Melissa Pritchard, Chicago Tribune

" the story of a fierce, intelligent woman with a newly spun past and practiced smiles that mask her rage. . . .  The use of myth elevates Jennie's  story to archetypal level:  She is both us and larger than us, her redemption looming huge and clear as a New Mexico sky."


Wendy Smith, The San Diego Union-Tribune

“a richly developed character. . . [in] a novel laced with bitter comedy and vividly imagined sequences. . . Long is  a big talent”


Charles Matthews


San Jose Mercury News

“Long’s intricate flashback structure works; the scared, messy little girl is just under the surface of the swashbuckler Jennifer has become.”


Briefly Noted


The New Yorker

“Long is wildly gifted . . . .  [T]he writing, which captures both rage and love, is remarkable. . . . few writers have captured so perfectly the bond between siblings growing up in an abusive family”


Deirdre Donahue 


USA Today

“This lush first novel is part family drama, part fairy tale (Brothers Grimm, not Disney) . . . .  entertaining but unflinching, Burning is a revelation of the ugliest acts we commit against ourselves and those who love us.  And it’s an unsentimental song of grief and forgiveness.  Bottom Line: Blaze of glory.”


Michelle Vellucci


People Magazine

“Long’s gritty, lushly imagined and engrossing first novel. . .offering sharp, clear-eyed insights. . . balances risky, ambitious storytelling with delicate narrative craftsmanship. . .Long’s most daring feat, however, is the complexity with which she delineates her heroine.  By turns angry, ruefuly funny and stricken by shame, adept at warping events to suit her means of survival . . . [Jennie] is, in other words, resonantly and believably human. .  .ultimately, Jennie’s long, strange journey follows the cycle of emotional abuse:  how we may defensively learn to dole out the behavior that once made us victims, and how, if we are lucky, we learn to stop.  Long inventively explores this cycle by spinning together Jennie’s past and her present. . . until the lines between these relationships melt away, and something like the truth can emerge.”

Megan Harlan

San Francisco Chronicle

(also Page Turner of the Week)

“[R]ight about page 294, the story made me cry – not just little tears but big gulpy sobs – and for the next 150 pages these eloquent nuggets of emotional truth kept popping up in the most tender of ways.  The characters in this book are brilliantly told.  I loved Jennie so much and her brother so intensely and so suddenly . . . that I ended  up devouring the second half of the book in a single deliciously lazy afternoon. . . .  Long is clearly a talented new writer and her first novel is powerful, filled with passionate images and artful language.”

Kristen Davenport

The Santa Fe New Mexican 

“Moving seamlessly between past and present, first person and third, Long exquisitely mines the bitter themes of guilt, resentment and dashed hopes, depicting the desperate search for normalcy and the valiant spirit needed to pursue the quest.  Anyone who has ever been a prickly pear, or loved one, will identify with this sheer wonder of a heroine.”

Publishers Weekly 

(starred review)

“[I]t’s a rare thing for a book to feel this genuinely whole despite its many themes and variations, for language to be so breathtaking it hits all the truest emotional pitches – that is to say, this book’s worth its weight in words.”

Emily Baillargeon Russin, 

Seattle Weekly

“[A] brilliant and engaging. . . .   Part road trip, part fairy tale, part novel of development, Juniper Tree Burning takes us on a journey through "the great experiment" of the Sixties, the American Southwest, and the quest of one woman to find peace with herself and her past. It's a journey well worth taking.” 

Kristy Dallas Alley

The Commercial Appeal (Memphis, TN) 

[A] lyrical novel. . . Part love story, part road trip, part fairy tale and all social commentary, Juniper Tree   Burning verifies something Joan Didion said about the hippies back in 1968: "We were seeing something important. We were seeing the desperate attempt of a handful of  pathetically unequipped children to create a community in a social vacuum." With Juniper Tree Burning, we are seeing something important as well: the debut of a gifted novelist. Ms   Didion should read this book. So should you.

Sharon Oard Warner

The Dallas Morning News

[A] stunning new novel. . . . so well– indeed, brilliantly—written. . . The simple story 

is revisited and enriched repeatedly. . . [adding] hue and complexity. . . Various themes (kidnapping, the Cinderella story, Russia and the Russian language) interweave past and present . . .The use of language is masterful and frequently poetic. . . in its passion and courage and deep concern for the human condition it's almost 19th century, reminiscent of traditional masters like Tolstoy and Melville. That's right, Tolstoy. This is a breathtaking first novel. . . With its complex weave ofthemes, rich language and anguished portrayal of the characters' 

struggles and emotional lives. . . what a rewarding banquet it is. 

Linda Bates

Vancouver Sun

“A novel full of images so luminous they have the force and presence of characters. . .[It’s} not just a book about growing up the child of hippies.  Jennie's story will resonate with anyone who's yearned to run away from an old self and found it trailing behind them. ”   

Amazon.com

“Long is a lively storyteller who knows how to hold the reader’s attention. . . . [A ] promising new writer; . . . “

Liza Featherstone

Newsday

“Striking just the right balance between lush language and graceful storytelling, this impressive first novel depicts a young woman seeking to escape the scars of her past. . . .  Long’s simple technique of moving back and forth in time creates a vivid and emotionally honest work of art.  A rare debut, written with confidence and expertise.”

Kirkus Reviews

“In this brilliant debut novel, Goldberry M. Long explores identity and that unique human ability to not only remember, but to revise (or at least attempt to revise) one’s history. . . . Long captivates us with a capricious and energetic narrative . . . .”

Ana Caban

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

 “[An] electrifying debut, . . . .  Part road trip, part mythical quest, Long’s story moves freely between past and present . . . rendered in lush, graceful prose.”

Joyce R. Slater

Star Tribune, Minneapolis 

“one of the most interesting debuts from a major publisher this year. . .”

Traci Vogel

The Stranger (Seattle)




