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        FATIMA AND SOULEYMAN

In this engaging political melodrama, acclaimed Mauritanian filmmaker Med Hondo employs dance, ribald comedy, and a good dose of Franz Fanon to tackle the charged topic of Black-Arab relations in post-colonial Africa.  While fighting alongside the French in the Algerian War of Independence, Senegalese soldier Souleyman rapes a young Algerian woman.  Years later, his father sends him back to Algeria to make amends to “his sister in Islam.”  Reluctantly, the strong-willed Fatima agrees to marry Souleyman, if only to rescue their black son from the cruelty of the local bigots, but she soon finds out that culture shock can be liberating.  


©Los Angeles Film Festival
Abid Mohammed Medoun Hondo was born in 1936, in      

Mauritania, the son of a Senegalese father and 

Mauritanian mother.  “As a young man, Med Hondo traveled 

as an immigrant worker to France, where he developed an 

interest in theater and formed his own performing group, 

"Shango," named after the Yoruba god of thunder. At the 

same time, he began to learn about the cinema and in 1966 

made his first short film, Ballade aux sources, which tells 

of an African who returns, disillusioned, to his native land 

after working and living in dreadful conditions in France.                       MED HONDO

Four years later, drawing on the same wealth of experience

 and emotion, Med Hondo directed his now renowned debut feature, Soleil O. Praised at the 1970 Cannes Film Festival both for its thematic content and the originality of its formal presentation, Soleil O takes its title from a West African lament about people transported from Africa to be sold as slaves in the Caribbean.”

 ©Harvard Film Archive
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