EVOLUTION, ECOLOGY, AND ORGANISMAL BIOLOGY GRADUATE STUDENT ASSOCIATION (EEOBGSA)

September 1, 2008
PREAMBLE

We, the members of this organization shall be the Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biology Graduate Student Association at UCR, established to facilitate intellectual exchange and provide a forum for addressing graduate student concerns, do ordain and establish this constitution and subscribe to the regulations and policies of the University.

ARTICLE I

NAME OF ORGANIZATION

The name of this organization shall be the Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biology Graduate Student Association at UCR, hereinafter referred to as EEOBGSA.

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE OF ORGANIZATION

The purposes of this organization shall be:

a) to serve as a medium of communication between members of the EEOBGSA, the GSA, and the Department;

b) to promote and coordinate the interests of the members of the EEOBGSA;

c) to facilitate valuable intellectual exchange.

ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP PRACTICE

All students registered in the Graduate School of the University of California – Riverside, with their programs leading to a graduate degree awarded by the Program of Evolution, Ecology, and Organismal Biology under the Department of Biology shall be eligible for membership.

ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS

A. The officers shall be:  1.President
2. Vice president

B. Duties of officers:  The president shall attend faculty meetings as the graduate student representative for the biology department, organize and oversee EEOBGSA meetings, maintain the financial records of the EEOBGSA, and oversee the yearly biology department retreat.  The vice president shall act as chair of the retreat committee and oversee fundraising for EEOBGSA sponsored events.  Additionally, the vice president shall organize the “coffee half hour” and “media” events associated with the Biology Department’s weekly seminar.  

C. Qualifications of officers:  Any active member of the EEOBGSA is eligible to run for office in the EEOBGSA.

D. Terms of office:  The offices of president and vice president will be occupied for one calendar year, beginning the last day of the Spring quarter and ending the last day of the next Spring quarter.  

ARTICLE V

ELECTIONS

A. Elections shall be made once per academic year in the Spring quarter.

B. Nominations shall be made by an active member of the EEOBGSA, and self-nominations are allowed.

C. Information regarding elections shall be relayed to EEOBGSA members via email and posted announcements.

D. Election procedures will include voting via secret ballot.  A simple majority is required to win an election.

ARTICLE VI

COMMITTEES

A retreat committee shall be selected each academic year to organize and conduct the yearly Biology department retreat.  The vice president will be the chair of this committee.  The remaining members of this committee shall be selected on a volunteer basis.

ARTICLE VII

MEETINGS

A. A general meeting shall be conducted each academic quarter.  Such meetings shall have the authority to consider any business affecting the interests of the EEOBGSA or its members. 

B. It shall be the responsibility of the president to take meeting minutes and keep related records of all general meetings.  

ARTICLE VIII

FINANCIAL RECORDS

Dues will not be collected.  

ARTICLE IX

AMENDMENTS

Amendments to the constitution shall be approved by a majority vote of the members present.  A signed copy of any amendment shall be filed at the Student Life office within one week of adoption.  

Signed__________________________
Date filed at Student Life_______________

Title____________________________
Student Life Approval__________________

Date voted on by organization __January 31, 2006__

