Biology 211: Ecology from Genes to Ecosystems

Fall Quarter 2006

Mike Allen & John Rotenberry 

General Outline:  The class meets for two sessions per week, of two hours each (Mondays and Wednesdays 10am-12noon), to discuss classical and modern readings in ecology.  The readings are grouped into a wide range of topics (see table below).

Textbook:  Many readings may be found in the edited volume by Real and Brown (1991, Foundations of Ecology).   Other readings will come from all over the biological literature.  We will endeavor to post all readings in PDF format on the iLearn site associated with the class.

Requirements:  We expect you to attend all of the sessions without fail, read all of the reading assignments, and significantly contribute to a lively and informed discussion during each meeting.  You will help lead the discussions during two or more class sessions.  You will also be required to prepare a review paper on a topic related to one of the themes of the class, and give us an oral summary of your findings in a class symposium at the end of the quarter.  Your grade will be determined on our participation and preparedness in class (60%) and your paper and presentation (40%).

Syllabus:  See below.

	Week of
	Topic 

	Oct. 2
	Ecological Genetics

	Oct. 9
	Physiological Ecology

	Oct. 16
	Population Ecology

	Oct. 23
	Community Ecology

	Oct. 30
	Ecosystem

Ecology

	Nov. 6
	Landscape Ecology

	Nov. 13
	Human Ecology

	Nov. 20
	Conservation Biology

	Nov. 27
	Global Change

	Dec. 4
	Presentation Workshop


